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mentation. But the later ones have the
shape of the human body and are covered
with inscriptions or with carved figures of
the kings. The Greeks, Romans and other
ancient people made use of stone coffins,
and those of the wealthy were ornamented
with beautiful designs cut in the stone. Stone
coffins are common at the present time among
persons of wealth.
SABD, or SABDOIlsr, a variety of chal-
cedony, which displays on its surface a rich
reddish-brown, but when held between the
eye and the light appears of a deep blood-
red hue. See car^blia^.
SABDAtfAPA'LUS (668-624 b. a), the
name given by the Greeks to the last of the
great Assyrian kings, who is generally known
in history as assurbanipal. He reigned in
Nineveh for forty-two years, and was noted
for his interest in literature and art, as well
as for his military prowess. He erected mag-
nificent buildings at Nineveh and Babylon,
and collected at Nineveh a great library con-
sisting of thousands of clay tablets engraved
in cuneiform characters. Many of these tab-
lets are now in the British Museum.
SARDINE, sdhr deeri, a small fish of the
herring family, abundant in the Mediter-
ranean and also on the Atlantic coasts of
France, Spain and Portugal. It is much
esteemed for its flavor, and large quantities
are preserved by being salted and partly
dried, then scalded in hot olive oil and finally
hermetically sealed in tin boxes, with hot
salted oil or with oil and butter. Commer-
cially the name is applied to any small fish
put up in oil. On the eastern coast of Maine,
young menhaden are canned as sardines, but
they are much inferior to the real sardine of
Europe. The sardine of the Pacific coast
of the United States is a valuable food fish,
but it is not canned. It is about a foot long,
dark-bluish above and silvery below.
SABDDTIA, the second island in size in
the Mediterranean Sea, forming a part of the
kingdom of Italy, It is 115 miles southwest
of Italy, and is separated from Corsica by
the Strait of Bonifacio, nine miles wide.
Sardinia is 170 miles long, eighty miles wide
in the widest place, and has an area of
9,306 square miles, about equal to that of
tie state of New Hampshire. The interior
is mountainous and hilly, and has many rapid
streams. The valleys between the mountains
are noted for their fertility, and live stock,
wheat, olives, grapes, oranges, lemons and
 tobacco are raised. About one-fifth of the
land is covered by forests.
The chief minerals are lead, zinc, silver and
antimony. These, with lignite, granite and
salt, constitute the commercial products of
the mines. The island has a valuable foreign
trade, exporting minerals and agricultural
products, and importing such manufactures
as are needed by the inhabitants. Politically
it is divided into two provinces, Cagliari and
Sassari. Cagliari, the capital, has about
60,000 inhabitants; the population of the
island is about 864,000. It was xormerly a
part of the kingdom of Sardinia.
SARDINIA, kingdom of, a former king-
dom of the south of Europe, the nucleus of
United Italy, composed of the island of
Sardinia, the duchy of Savoy, the principality
of Piedmont, the county of Nice, the duchy
of Genoa and parts of the duchies of Mont-
ferrat and Milan. In 1720 Victor Amadeus,
duke of Savoy, on receiving the island of
Sardinia in exchange for Sicily, took the
title of King of Sardinia. Turin was the
capital, and Piedmont, not the island, was the
most important part of the kingdom. Amad-
eus was succeeded by Charles Emmanuel I,
Victor Amadeus II and Charles Emmanuel
II, the latter of whom, in 1802, abdicated in
favor of his brother Victor Emmanuel I, the
royal family having by this time, on account
of the invasion of Italy by Napoleon, taken
refuge on the island of Sardinia. In 1814
the king returned to Turin. An insurrection
brought about his abdication in 1821.
In the next sixty years there were numer-
ous shifts of influence and power. In 1848
Sardinia joined the league which endeavored
to drive the Austrians from Italy, The
Austrians were finally defeated by united
forces of Italy and Prance in 1859 at
Magenta and Solferino. In 1860 the Sardin-
ian Kingdom was merged in the united
Italian Kingdom under Victor Emmanuel II.
See victor emmanuel II; i^akst, subhead
History.
SARDONYX, sakr'dohniJcs, a precious
stone, a beautiful and rare variety of onyx,
consisting of alternate layers of sard and
white chalcedony. The name has sometimes
been applied to a reddish-yellow or nearly
orange variety of chalcedony, resembling
earnelian, and also to carnelians, the colors of
which are in alternate bands of red and white.
It is deemed by many theologians to be the
emblem of spiritual strength. See

